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Sir: 

This paper is submitted in response to the Restriction Requirement dated October 22, 2001. The 
Examiner therein required election of one of the following groups of claims: 



Group I: Claims 1-19, 11, 16-18, 26 and 27, drawn to a test strip and method for detecting an 



analyte; 



Group II: Claims 10, 12-15, 19 and 20, drawn to a test strip and method for detecting glucose; 
Group III: Claims 21-25, drawn to a kit; and 

Group IV: Claims 28, drawn to a system comprising a test strip and automated instrument. 



Applicants hereby elect to prosecute the claims of Group I, Claims 1-9, 11, 16-18, 26 and 27, with 
traverse. 

With respect to Groups I and II, the Examiner asserts that these groups are distinct groups because "the 
function of Invention I is to detect an analyte in a sample and the function of Invention II is to detect glucose in 
a sample." This reasoning is not understood since glucose is an analyte. In other words, the term analyte is a 
generic term that includes glucose. As such, the claims of Group II are a species of the claims of Group I, but 
Group II claims are not to a different function than Group I. 

With respect to Groups III and IV, it is respectfully requested that these claims also be rejoined for 
prosecution since it would not amount to undue burden on the Examiner to search these groups as well, as a 
common feature of these groups is the presence of the test strip that is the subject of the claims of Group II. As 
such, in examining the claims of Group I, the Examiner will find all relevant art for the claims of Groups III and 
IV as well. 
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For the above reasons, the Examiner is respectfully requested to rejoin Groups I to IV and examine all of 
the claims together in this application. 

Applicants expressly reserve the right under 35 USC §121 to file a divisional application directed to the 
non-elected subject matter during the pendency of this application. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16 and 1.17 which may 
be required by this paper, or to credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 50-0815. 
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